
Audubon Colorado State Board Meeting
1st Presbyterian Church, 3940  27 ½  Road  
Grand Junction, Colorado

June 5, 2010
Audubon Colorado exists to inspire and work with people to conserve, restore, and enjoy natural habitats in our state.  We focus on birds and other wildlife through education, research, careful use of our resources,
 and by serving as a strong voice for the natural world.

Attendees: Steve Bloom, Gary Conover, Dick Prickett, Karen Levad, Bill Miller, SeEtta Moss, Jan Smeltzer, Bob Turner, Linda Vidal (not a quorum)
Staff: Tricia Hamilton, Ken Strom

Guests: Mike Bloom, Chris Herrman

MEETING SUMMARY: 

Commitments: 
· Ken Strom to write a periodic article on state office operations for chapter newsletters.
· Staff will provide Board agenda and information one week prior and meeting minutes in timely fashion.  
· Staff will send electronic copy of 2008 Audubon Colorado strategic plan to all Board members for review, discussion and revision this year. Suggestions from all Board members are welcome and encouraged.
· Staff will work with Linda Vidal to plan a donor reception in association with the Board Meeting in the Roaring Fork Valley in June 2011.

· Staff will circulate an inquiry to all chapters about the use of newsletter articles in other chapter newsletters.
Actions:   

· Strategic Planning Committee formed: Steve Bloom, Karen Levad, Bob Turner, potentially others
· Board agreed to send letter of thanks to the State Land Board on geothermal lease decision.
· Board supported sending a letter from Audubon Colorado to the Colorado Water Conservation Board to support the Instream Flow Program in the Dolores Wilderness Area.

· Board supported Audubon Colorado to send letter to support Federal Bird-Safe Buildings Act of 2010 (HR 4797)

12:00 p.m.
Presentation by Karen Levad, President, Grand Valley Audubon Society, about their many excellent chapter activities and a nature center planning update.  (On Sunday morning, Karen led a bird walk and tour of the Grand Valley Nature Center and their adjacent Lucy Ferril Ela Wildlife Sanctuary.)
12:30 p.m.
Call to Order—Bob Turner, President
· Welcome and Introductions of new Board members: Gary Conover (At-large member from  Colorado Springs), Dick Prickett (Evergreen Audubon) and Jan Smeltzer, (Black Canyon Audubon)
· Guest Welcome: Mike Bloom, President of the Colorado Land Board , and Chris Herrman, consultant working with Audubon on grassroots advocacy on the West Slope
· Mike Bloom reported on recent accomplishments and goals of the Land Board. 
· Audubon Colorado Board voted to send a letter of thanks to the Land Board for their decision to deny a geothermal lease near the Waunita Gunnison Sage-Grouse lek.  
· Chris Herrman reported on the project he is working on with Audubon and the Western Conservation Foundation to get a positive message about the value of conservation investments out to key decision-makers.
· Welcome to new staff member: Tricia Hamilton, Office Manager & Communications Coordinator
· Recommended approval of February Board minutes and of revised minutes of October 2009 meeting. Final action will have to await a quorum at the next meeting.
· Officer terms & elections: Jean Sutherland will continue to hold the position of Vice President. A new President-elect needs to be chosen. But final action will have to await a quorum at the next meeting.  


Executive Director’s Report—Ken Strom
· Ken presented the Financial Report: End-of-year projections for FY10 & Proposed budget for FY11 (see Financial Report, sent out with meeting materials, for details)

Ken reported:

· New staff is a huge boost to the program.
· Budget is in the black this year for the first time, but finances and fundraising are still difficult.
· The $200,000 SEP grant from Cargill will be spread over two years. The $200,000 was mandated to offset a violation of pollution runoff  into the S.Platte River near Brush. These are restricted funds to do habitat restoration at two sites, including removal of noxious weeds & reduced soil and pesticide runoff into the S. Platte River.  

· Board contributions have dropped to half of last year’s level.  Foundation grants require 100% Board donor participation.  The Board’s guideline for contributions is $1,000 for At-large Board members (personally or raised from new sources) and $100 for Chapter Board members. 

· Ken would like to offer donor receptions three to four times a year.  Linda Vidal suggested combining an event with the Board meeting in the Roaring Fork Valley in June 2011.
· Staff & Board transitions: National Audubon and Audubon Colorado

· Ken reported that the Presidential search is continuing, to replace John Flicker, former Audubon President, who resigned in January 2010.  

· Audubon’s Colorado, Wyoming and New Mexico state offices are now administered as part of a Rocky Mountain Regional Office.  Budget considerations may be factored into staffing decisions for the Region.
  

Organizational Capacity—Bob/Ken 



Continue to strengthen, diversify & evaluate the effectiveness of the State Board
· There was an extensive Board discussion about the make-up of the Board. Does it fit the mission?
· Bob Turner encouraged Board members to make suggestions for new Board member nominees.


Science & Conservation—SeEtta Moss, Committee Chair
· Instream Flow Program
SeEtta Moss, Arkansas Valley Audubon Society, reported on the Colorado Water Conservation Board’s unique Instream Flow Program for the Dolores Wilderness Area and requested support from the Board. 
· The Board agreed to send a letter of support from Audubon Colorado. 
· Federal Bird-Safe Buildings Act of 2010 (HR 4797) – Joe Bartell, Audubon Society of Greater Denver, submitted a request to the Board for support for this act.   
As many as one billion birds, both residents and migrants, die annually in the United States after colliding with buildings.  H.R. 4797: the Federal Bird-Safe Buildings Act of 2010 calls for each public building constructed, acquired, or altered by the General Services Administration (GSA) to incorporate, to the maximum extent possible, bird-safe building materials and design features.  The legislation would require GSA to take similar actions on existing buildings, where practicable, which has already been demonstrated to be attainable since many buildings constructed by the GSA are, in fact, bird-friendly.  This bill will help prevent the deaths of millions of birds that collide with windows at thousands of federal buildings across the country.  

The bill calls for each public building constructed, acquired, or altered by the General Services Administration (GSA) to incorporate, to the maximum extent possible, bird-safe building materials and design features.  Light pollution disorients birds, especially night-flying migrants.  Low- or no-cost techniques can be used in new construction projects, as well as existing buildings, to mitigate bird collisions and deaths.
· The Board agreed to write a letter of support for the bill.



Public Policy & Advocacy: Colorado’s Voice for Conservation—Ken


#2: Work with chapters to enhance our grassroots network
· Legislative Wrap-up – 2010 Colorado General Assembly: Ken reported that we were able to pass all of our priority bills on offense, and were also able to stop or fix all of our priority bills on defense. It is extremely rare to have a 100% success rate at the legislature, yet we did it. (see Legislative Wrap-up, sent out with meeting materials, for details)
· Ken thanked the chapters for their continued support of the lobbyist and reported that, as of this date, seven out of ten chapters have paid this year’s lobbyist fees.  

· Linda Vidal enthusiastically expressed support for the lobbyist effort, stating “This is the most important thing Audubon Colorado does.”

· Bob Turner encouraged the Board to remember that our lobbyist is funded by and works for the chapters to accomplish legislative priorities that they develop with the state staff.
· Climate Change Campaign: Ken reported on the current activities of this Outreach & Advocacy campaign, which is currently focusing on action in the U.S. Senate and the votes of Senators Mark Udall and Michael Bennett.
· No Child Left Inside Act (HR2054): – Dick Prickett, Evergreen Audubon, inquired about whether the Board supported the proposed federal act. The Board requested further information. Dick will research this and report at the next Board meeting.  Staff have done initial research and provide the following brief summary of the provisions of the Act: 
No Child Left Inside Act Summary:
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act is also known as No Child Left Behind, which in the past few years has fundamentally changed the way that education is delivered in this country. It has defined the core content that all students in the United States must learn to be considered proficient at each grade level. As of 2007, this includes content standards in reading, math, and science. In many school districts, this has translated into teaching only those subjects and standards that are assessed. 

If Congress adopts the No Child Left Inside (NCLI) proposals, a substantially strengthened Elementary and Secondary Education Act will include: 

· Funding to train teachers to deliver high quality Environmental Education and utilize the local environment as an extension of the classroom.

· Incentives for states to develop State Environmental Literacy Plans to ensure that every student is prepared to understand the environmental challenges of the future.

· Encouragement for teachers, administrators, and school systems to make time and resources available for environmental education for all students.

· Environmental Education will be integrated across core subject areas. 

  

Chapters and Membership: Power to the People—Bill Miller, Committee Chair 
Improve Communication and Strengthen Ties  
· Bill Miller suggested presenting a Three Angry Women award to Jen Boulton, Ruth Wright & Jo Evans for their lobbying work to defend GOCO funds as the state tried to move the funding dedicated to conservation over to education.
· Lively discussion about the value of written chapter reports vs. Board meeting reports

· Conference call for chapter presidents is being tested to improve communication
· Request made for Ken Strom to write an article on state office operations for chapter newsletters

· Bill Miller suggested encouraging chapter members to sign-on to CO-General List Serve
· SeEtta Moss recommended creating a Google Group account or Face book, which are free of charge.
· Linda Vidal inquired about the use of chapter newsletter articles by other chapters

· Staff will circulate an inquiry to all chapters about this issue.

· Bill Miller would like to get better lines of communication with chapter members, in order to share speakers to invite to other chapters and ideas for field trips, among other things.
· To improve chapter communications, it was suggested to exchange newsletters & keep chapter directories updated and especially to keep the state office informed of changes.
Strategic Plan—Bob/Ken 

· Following discussion and recommendation by Steve Bloom, a Strategic Plan Sub-committee was formed, with Steve Bloom, Karen Levad and Bob Turner as the initial members, to revise and update the plan.
· Bill Miller suggested keeping a history of strategic plan goals that were not attained but may be done at a later date should funding become available.
· It was agreed to send an electronic copy of the 2008 Strategic Plan to all Board members. The suggestions of all Board members are welcome and encouraged.


Other Business & Upcoming Events—Bob/Ken 
· Lively discussion about the State Office’s location and its potential move.
· Next Board meeting time & location: 
· SeEtta Moss extended an offer from Arkansas Valley Audubon Society to host the      next Board meeting in Canon City or Pueblo on October 2.
· Winter Board meeting date: Feb. 5, 2011 (Greater Denver/Boulder region)

· Linda Vidal offered to host the June 4, 2011, board meeting at Roaring Fork Audubon.

  5:00 p.m.
Jan Smeltzer made a motion to adjourn & Steve Bloom seconded.
Minutes submitted by: Tricia Hamilton
