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The Legislature convened on January 9. There have been over 600 bills introduced so far. The deadlines are approaching, but late bills will continue to come in at a rapid rate. 

Common Acronyms:

CDPHE – Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
CWCB – Colorado Water Conservation Board

DNR – Department of Natural Resources

DRMS –Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety

DOLA – Department of Local Affairs

DOW – Division of Wildlife

GEO – Governor’s Energy Office

MLRB – Mined Land Reclamation Board

PILT – Payment in Lieu of Taxes

REA – Rural Electric Association

WQCC – Water Quality Control Commission

PRIORITY BILLS

*HB1069 OFF HIGHWAY VEHICLE ENFORCEMENT

(Curry, Tochtrop)

Position: Support











Status: Senate Floor

HB1069 allows State peace officers to enforce off highway vehicle regulations on federally owned public land. The bill also requires the DOW to report to the legislature in one year about the number of citations issued. Although there are no additional staff to search for violations, HB1069 is a very positive step.

*HB1137 LIMIT DIVISION OF WILDLIFE ACQUISITIONS

(Sonnenberg, Brophy)

Position Oppose 












Status: Dead 

HB1137 require the DOW to release land or water of equal value whenever it acquires new property. Additionally, it requires that all acquisitions be approved by bill in the legislature. HB1137 also requires the DOW to pay PILT to counties in which it owns property.

HB1137 is a direct attack on conservationists. We lose thousands of acres of habitat to development every day. Requiring DOW to divest property puts innumerable species at risk. HB1137 essentially requires the state to sacrifice some species in order to save others. Choosing winners and losers among wildlife species is not only poor public policy; it ultimately results in everyone losing. 

Additionally, requiring a bill for all acquisitions throws a wrench into the timing of transactions. The legislature already has oversight, as DOW must get approval from the Capital Development Committee before proceeding with any transaction. Requiring a bill as well could set negotiations back by a full year since the legislature is only in session from January through May.

*HB1141 SUSTAINABLE WATER SUPPLY

(Curry, Bacon)
Position: Support











Status: House Approps

HB1141 requires local governments to determine that a sustainable supply of water exists to serve a proposed development before the development can be approved. It is the responsibility of the developer to show that the water supply is sufficient.

The State Engineer is required to comment on the sustainability of the supply proposed by the developer. This aspect of the bill has resulted in a significant fiscal impact to the State Engineer. Rep Curry is working with us on amendments to address that impact. 

*HB1161 IN SITU LEACH MINING OF URANIUM

(Kefalas, Johnson)

Position: Support











Status: House Approps

HB1161 does three things. First, the bill defines uranium mining as designated mining operations. Designated mining operations were created after the Summitville disaster. DMOs involve a heightened standard of environmental protection, monitoring, and surety for reclamation. Second, the bill requires in situ mining operations to demonstrate that they can reclaim the aquifer to pre-mining conditions and that in situ mining has occurred in at least five locations in the country with no post reclamation degradation for five years. Finally, the bill requires the operator to notify the DRMS immediately if anything goes wrong.

The Colorado Mining Association obviously opposes the bill quite strenuously. There have been questions raised by other mining interests that they may inadvertently fall under the provisions of the bill. We are working on amendments to ensure that the bill is specific to uranium.

*HB1165 STRENGTHEN MINING RECLAMATION

(Fischer, Bacon)

Position: Support












Status: House Ag

HB1165 increases the oversight of the MLRB over mining operations in a number of ways. The bill requires the MLRB to account for risks to human health and to the environment during the permitting process. It requires the MLRB to regulate mining operations so as to minimize and mitigate environmental hazards. It requires that reclamation costs be borne by the operator, and that availability of funds for reclamation is a condition of permitting. The bill also requires reclamation costs to be calculated based on the anticipated time at which the reclamation occurs rather than on current costs. Finally, the bill increases the membership of the MLRB from seven to nine by adding the director of the CDPHE, and a member representing local government interests.  

*HB1304 BALD EAGLE PROTECTION

(Solano, Schwartz)
Position: Support












Status: Senate Ag

HB1304 adds bald eagles to the list of species for which Colorado levies heightened fines for illegal take or possession. 

AIR QUALITY/ENERGY

SB41 NO PUBLIC OWNERSHIP OF MINERAL RIGHTS

(Cadman)

Position: Oppose












Status: Senate Floor

SB41 declares that governmental entities are prohibited from owning mineral rights except as necessary for subsurface infrastructure support.

SB55 STATIONARY SOURCE EMISSION FEES

(Hagedorn, Madden)
Position: Support












Status: Senate Approps

SB55 increases fees for pollution from stationary sources.

HB1025 CONSOLIDATE GOVERNOR’S ENERGY OFFICE

(Weissmann)
Position: FYI













Status: Senate SA

HB1025 is a nonsubstantive consolidation of the requirements placed on the Governor’s Energy Office in the last several years. While it contains no new provisions, it bears watching, as the title is broad enough for all sorts of mischief.

HB1107 ENERGY EFFICIENCY

(Levy,)
Position: Support












Status: House Approps

HB1107 requires REAs to reinvest a percentage of their sales revenue in conservation activities and education.

HB1160 NET METERING

(Soloano, Shaffer)

Position: Support












Status: Senate Ag

HB1160 requires municipally owned utilities and REAs to allow net metering systems of up to 10KW for residential and 25KW for commercial customers. Excess generation is carried forward each month at a one to one correspondence (retail rate). At the end of the year, the utility may reimburse customers with net generation as they choose (retail rate, avoided cost, or even zeroed out – no reimbursement)

HB1164 ADVANCEMENT OF SOLAR TECHNOLOGIES

(Solano, Schwartz)
Position: Support











Status: House Transp/Energy

HB1164 directs the PUC to establish rules for the encouragement, and regulation of solar technologies. 

LAND USE

SB37 RENAME ENVIRONMENTAL COVENANTS

(Tupa, Fischer)
Position: Support












Status: House HHS

SB37 creates a new name for environmental covenants. There have been problems with the US Department of Defense; which has refused to grant an environmental covenant to the State at the Rocky Mountain Arsenal. The Federal agency has argued that environmental covenants may create a State interest in Federal property. As a result, they have contended that they are unable to grant a covenant as Federal law bars them from transferring an interest in property until cleanup is complete. SB37 solves the problem by creating an identical program, a Notice of Environmental Restriction, based on the police powers of the State.

WATER

SB28 BONNY RESERVOIR

(Brophy, Gardner)

Position: Monitor












Status: Senate Floor

SB28 requires the Department of Parks and Outdoor recreation to cede control of water in the conservation pool at Bonny Reservoir to the CWCB.  The CWCB is directed to release the water as an “instream flow” in order to meet the compact delivery required on the Republican River bills yet to come. 

SB36 WATER SUPPLY RESERVE ACCOUNT

(Isgar, Curry)
Position: Support













Status: House Floor

SB36 requires that local governments have a water conservation plan in place in order to apply for grants from the water supply reserve account. The bill also makes the account perpetual by repealing the requirement that moneys revert to the severance tax operational account in four years.

HB1014 WELL PERMIT TRANSFER

(Looper, Gordon)

Position: Support













Status: Senate Ag

HB1014 requires that well permits be included in closing documents for real estate transactions. The bill also requires that buyers register the change of ownership with the State Engineer’s Office within a certain timeframe.

 HB1026 CHANGE NAME OF CWRRI

(Fischer)

Position: Support













Status: Senate Floor

HB1026 changes the name of the Colorado Water Resources Research Institute to the Colorado Water Institute. The bill also restores some funding to the Institute. 

HB1099 MOVE DRINKING WATER PENALTY APPEALS TO WQCC

(McNulty, Tochtrop)

Position: Support













Status: Senate HHS

HB1099 simply moves the hearing of appeals to drinking water penalties and discharge permit violations to the Water Quality Control Commission rather than the State Board of Health. The bill is necessary as a result of more substantial changes in authority in previous years. These two programs were overlooked in drafting of previous legislation.

WILDLIFE

SB13 REALLOCATE SEVERANCE TAX

(Schwartz, Fischer)
Position: Support













Status: Senate Approps

SB13 reduces the amount of severance tax distributed to the COGCC and the DRMS by five percent each. The cumulative ten percent of severance tax is redistributed to the DOW and the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation. DOW is required to spend the money on energy related impacts to wildlife. Parks is not constrained in its expenditures.

SB71 EXTEND PINE BEETLE PILOT PROGRAM

(Gibbs, Scanlan)

Position: FYI














Status: Senate Approps

SB71 extends the repeal date of the pine beetle pilot program until 2012. There are no changes to the program itself.

HB1200 BAN INTERNET HUNTING

(Soper, Tochtrop)
Position: Support?













Position: Senate Ag

HB1200 bans the practice of remote internet hunting in Colorado. While Audubon generally doesn’t take positions on hunting issues, the practice of internet hunting poses a number of problems for wildlife management. With only a two dimensional screen, the hunter has no way of ensuring that other game, or nongame species aren’t affected by his activities. Internet hunting also poses a risk to human safety, as the hunter cannot realistically account for topography, wind, or other variables present in the field.

