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Denver, CO

Board:
Steve Bloom, Jim Crain, Barbara DesMarteau, Martha Grewal, Connie   Holsinger, Bob Johnson, Bill Miller, Peggy Montano, SeEtta Moss, Jerry Raskin, Ann Saul, Bob Turner, Bob Wilson

Staff:
Gary Graham, Jen Boulton, Steve Runnels, Ken Strom, Richard Stromp, Sean Saville

Guests: Polly Reetz

Welcome and President’s Report

Board President Steve Bloom called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM.  As the new Board President, Steve described his two top priorities with the first being to focus on the Strategic Plan with more frequent reviews.  The second item of importance is greater collaboration between Audubon Colorado, state chapters, and other conservation organizations.  

The board reviewed the agenda with no changes followed by a review of minutes from the December meeting.  Martha Grewal moved to approve the minutes.  Bob Johnson seconded the motion.  The minutes passed unanimously.  The next Board meeting is June 10th with the location to be determined.  September 9th will be the third quarterly meeting and the last meeting of the year will be December 2nd.  Steve introduced Audubon Colorado’s new Development Manager, Steve Runnels and National Grassroots Coordinator, Sean Saville.  Bob Turner will Chair the Chapters and Membership Committee for a second term until Fall 2007.  Steve also recommended Jim Crain as co-chair to the Nominations Committee.  Steve Bloom made a motion to elect Jim as co-chair of the Nominations Committee.  Bill Miller seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. The Nominations Committee will see if Mel Schulman can also serve as co-chair due to health issues.  

National Audubon’s Grassroots Program

Sean Saville, Audubon Colorado’s Grassroots Coordinator in Washington D.C., gave a report focusing on public policy issues on a national level including the Endangered Species Act (ESA), the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR), and population issues.  The Washington office has a goal to have more Audubon members become activists by offering training on grassroots activism.  Sean added that Audubon would pay for flight, hotel, and food to their training workshops.  Colorado has about 5,000 activists and they hope to share this database with chapters shortly.  Sean noted that on a federal level e-mail comments are taken as seriously as written mail.  The key is to personalize it.  Jen added that the most effective communication with state legislators is through a phone call.  Steve brought up the idea of using the advocacy network to increase membership through appeals on the member’s topic of interest.  Examples include a membership group focused on ANWR and another on the ESA.  

Nominations Committee Report

Gary led the discussion in Mel’s absence.  Jim will co-chair until we know if Mel can continue.  A priority is to fill the three at-large vacancies.  

Centers and Education Committee Report

Gary gave out hard copies of the Audubon Center for Conservation Careers (ACCC) Business Plan and asked all board members to provide feedback to him within one to two weeks.  The core part is the education plan with the conservation career development program as the major segment.  We will do a follow-up study on the students to track measurable outcomes.  A committee of nineteen put together the education plan. Incorporating Board and Commerce City suggestions, Gary will send the plan to Audubon’s senior management team for review and then present the plan to Audubon’s National Board at their meeting in May.  

The ACCC will be a partnership between Audubon, Commerce City, and the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) where Audubon will provide education for school groups and USFWS will work with tourists and visitors.  We have agreed not to charge people to enter the center due to the complexity of having various partners.  Instead we will ask for donations.  Connie asked about Commerce City’s role. Gary said they have been considering a nature center for over ten years, have played a key role with the business plan and will hopefully provide a large operating endowment in the future perhaps in exchange for Audubon raising the additional funds to cover more of the capital costs.  Other possible sources for endowment include Toyota, Shell and the USFWS.  Other sources of revenue include contributed income and earned income.  The Center will require a larger staff than some other Audubon Centers to help with the career development education focus, which is very labor intensive.  The center will be a part of our state office and we anticipate moving our Boulder office to the center.  For the building, Audubon will have half (6,000 square feet) with 72% for center staff and 28% for state staff.  The nature store and the café will be run by a friends group of the refuge and not Audubon.  Green technology will be used wherever possible.  The building will be owned by the USFWS but leased to Commerce City.  Connie suggested a native, xeriscape garden.  Gary discussed that because the building itself is federally owned, it might be difficult to name the building after a large donor corporation but naming a program is a possibility.

Lunch

At Lunch SeEtta gave a presentation on her trip to Louisiana and Arkansas in hopes of seeing an Ivory-billed Woodpecker.

Development Committee Report

For fiscal year 2006 (FY06), Audubon Colorado has raised and pledged 96% of our projected funds.  We have all of the board pledges as well as others outstanding with corporations.  In FY07 we are predicting $526,000 in expenses, which is a no growth plan.  Merit increases, a higher salary for a Development Manager rather than a Development Associate, and additional travel associated with our Shell grant are the reasons for the increase from $511,000 in FY06 to $526,000 in FY07.  Outside of government grants and rollover funds, we will have to raise $350,000 in FY07 through individuals, corporations, and foundations.  Steve Runnels commented that organizing Board dinners for selected invited prospects and actually contacting prospects given to us by Board members are our highest priorities.  Steve will also send a list of foundations that don’t accept unsolicited applications in hopes that Board members can make referrals.

Public Policy and Advocacy Committee Report

Jen Boulton updated the board on four priority bills.  The first is the air quality bill, which would improve the law that requires Colorado air to be no more stringent than federal regulations.  The second concerned hog farms and the possibility of alternatives other than manual covers could be used to reduce smells.  Audubon’s concern is that waterfowl could use uncovered hog lagoons resulting in the spread of diseases such as cholera and possibly avian flu.  The third bill deals with funding for the Species Conservation Trust, which has been depleted by the legislature using those funds for other purposes during Tabor related budget short falls.  The current bill would replenish the fund from severance tax money from oil and gas development.  The fourth bill is the Recreation In-Channel Diversion (RICD) Bill.  Three of our five concerns have been corrected at the time of our meeting.  Jen’s last item has to do with a Senator’s idea to limit items in the Colorado constitution through a referendum that would result in a constitution change in which a ballot vote would require 66% to pass.  The Policy Committee was split and requested input from the Board.  Ruth Wright expressed her feeling that it should be harder to go to the ballot amend the constitution.  Jerry Raskin felt we should remain neutral.  

Chapters and Membership Committee Report 

Bob Turner made a motion to hold the third annual Rendezvous on August 26th at Mt. Princeton.  Connie seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  Possible keynote speaker topics include the Gunnison Sage-Grouse and avian flu.  There is also an Audubon leadership workshop in Maine.  Scholarships are available to anyone interested.  Connie reported on behalf of Boulder saying they will partner with Boulder County Open Space to help restore Coal Creek.  Bill Miller reported on behalf of Fort Collins saying that their scholarship program is in its second year.  Jerry and Polly Reetz reported on behalf of Denver saying that phase two of the center will be finished by the end of this month and a contract will go out to start the third phase.  SeEtta reported on behalf of Arkansas Valley saying that they had seven Christmas bird counts in their area.  Bob Wilson reported on behalf of Grand Valley saying that their education program is running strong.  Ann Saul reported on behalf of Evergreen saying they continue to conduct their Birds in the Balance project for Bear Creek.  Martha Grewal reported on behalf of Black Canyon saying they are helping with the process to choose a Gunnison Sage-Grouse coordinator.

Science and Conservation Committee Report

Ken reported that a volunteer has taken the lead in recruiting volunteers to help with cleanup at the Pawnee Grasslands.  We hope to get Weld county residents involved as well as the chapter in Greeley.  The staff wants to schedule a Gunnison Sage-grouse trip for April 8th and 9th for the Board. Connie has done five Colorado Wildscapes programs.  A second wildscape garden is planned for an Xcel power plant in Denver.  SeEtta reported on the forestlands sale, which has drawn considerable opposition from both Senator Salazar and Senator Allard.   

Executive Director’s Report

The National Board Meeting in Vail, CO is scheduled for May 18th to the 21st.  All state Board Members and chapter leaders are invited to the Board dinner on Saturday.  We will ask Shell to sponsor the dinner.  There is also an opportunity for two to three State Board Members to attend the meeting.  Gary met recently with the State Director of The Nature Conservancy (TNC) in Colorado.  They are interested in partnering with us on Restoring the Rio, the ACCC, and our grouse conservation work.  Jared Diamond will speak at the Young Symposium on April 4th at Colorado School of Mines. The National office will soon publish the ten most endangered birds in the United States with one of them being the Gunnison Sage-Grouse.  

Other Business

The Colorado Division of Wildlife continues to work on the Birding Trail.  The will start with the southeast, eventually going statewide.  A map could be complete by fall 2006.   

Meeting Adjourned at 3:06 PM.              

