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Birders enjoy an Earth Day bird walk and are re-
warded by the performance of a Red-naped Sap
sucker visiting a nearby fencepost. Volunteers
build and hang nesting boxes for Western and
Mountain Bluebirds, collecting data to report to
Cornell’'s NestWatch program. Students wade ir
creeks and ponds, rolling over rocks to learn abc
the adaptations of aquatic insects. Community
members partner with the US Forest Service to
plant willows along a San Juan River tributary,
preventing soil erosion and improving riparian
habitat. Adults and children work with trackers
and the Colorado Division of Wildlife to identify
mammal tracks, contributing data and photo-
graphs to ongoing population and habitat studies

These are just a few of the highlights of Audubor
SCIENCE (Southwest Colorado Initiative for the
Environment, Nature, Conservation and Educatic
program, based in Pagosa Springs. Our wide-
ranging combination of programs is bringing in-
creased opportunities for volunteerism, research
hands-on education and on-the-ground conservz
tion to the region.

In the fall of 2008, Audubon’s SCIENCE progran
hosted 350 second, third and fourth graders for
day-long field trips on a 2200-acre ranch owned
Mrs. Terry Hershey. The Four Mile Ranch has a
long history of youth environmental education
programs, beginning in the early 1990s when a
local teacher and her students studied water gue
and riparian habitats there. Audubon’s SCIENCI
is continuing this tradition, and in the fall of @D
will expand the program to include all kindergart:
through fourth grade students from Pagosa Sprir
School District, as well as second, third and four
graders from Dulce Elementary School on the Ji
carilla Apache reservation. More than 700 chil-
dren will participate in these science-based activ
ties to help them learn about their local environ-
ment.

Audubon’s SCIENCE is also continuing to docu-

ment bird populations and breeding behavior at
Four Mile Ranch. Volunteers and ornithologisis
are collecting information about resident species
and migrants, with the goal of assessing the pp-
tential of the site as an Important Bird Area
(IBA). We're also participating in the Colorado
Breeding Bird Atlas Il program. The Pagosa
Springs priority block will be managed by Audu-
bon Colorado staff and volunteers, with help
from members of the newly formed Pagosa
Springs Audubon chapter, the Weminuche
Audubon Society.

In April of this year, blue skies and mild tem-
peratures made for perfect working conditions|at
the Weminuche Audubon Society’s Together
Green Volunteer Days event. Dozens of willow
stems were planted to mitigate damage from
road construction along Mill Creek east of Pa-
gosa Springs. Through their first conservation
education grant, the chapter provided six excit-
ing events for local adults and children. Partici-
pating volunteers hung signs on standing dead
ponderosa pines to prevent them from being cut
for firewood and built roosting and nesting
boxes to provide both winter and summer hab|tat
for songbirds. The Weminuche Audubon Soci-
ety continues to monitor its expanded Bluebird
Trail at Four Mile Ranch, and will hold its sec-
ond Annual Meeting in June.

This Spring, Audubon hosted a variety of public
education programs, including bird walks and
animal tracking programs. We partnered with
Wild Pagosa, a consortium of teachers who
strive to give their students more opportunities to
interact with and learn about the natural world|
Audubon’s SCIENCE will help to provide a
series of week-long day camps for elementary,
school students in June and July.

Audubon’s SCIENCE will continue to bring
opportunities for conservation and education to
the Pagosa Springs region. We're looking for-
ward to another fun and productive year. Be
sure to let us know if you're in the area - we'd
love to show you around!



and energy use, outside of classroom hours, whene D
ver metro area teachers will have the opportuoity t
learn more about these issues and play energy games
that they can use in their classrooms.

In the Second

Year of To-

getherGreen

Schools, we are

excited to bring

our Energy Use

Reduction and

Global Warming

Education tools

First and foremost, we have put together a valuat to students in

collection of resources and information for teashe Southwest Colo-

and students in our TogetherGreen Schools CD. rado and on the Jicarilla Apache reservation.
This CD will be available for anyone interested in
talking about or teaching middle and high school -
aged youth about global warming and/or energy

We are three-quarters of the way through our first
year of partnership with FrontRange Earth Force

on TogetherGreen Schools and so far it's been a
GREAT year!

If you are interested in learning more about this p
gram, or participating as a teacher or studentoin T
getherGreen Schools, contact TogetherGreen Schgols

Hse red,l,Jct|0n. There are several interactive . Coordinator Laurel Mattrey in our Boulder office.
games”, as well as a Personal Carbon Footprint

C | I d h d . S h I E A d;**************************‘k*‘k*‘k*‘k*‘k**************
alculator and a youth-driven School Energy Audx

Kit.
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We assisted Front Range Earth Force in coordinat aAudubon Colorado has been very successful in ogir
ing a TogetherGreen Teacher Training in Januaryy campaign to protect sage-grouse and sagebrush kabi-
of 2009. Approximately 25 teachers from the Derx tat in the West. We have worked with several corf-
ver metro area were given an introduction to To- 2 servation organizations to develop regulations thaﬁ
getherGreen Schools tools and curriculum in a dag il minimize wildlife population loss and habitat %
long workshop at the Sustainable Alliance Center¥ degradation and loss within oil and gas developmgnt

in Downtown Den- % areas. These more protective rules were approyéd b
ver. % the Colorado Oil & Gas Conservation Commissiog
This April, Audubon i and were enacted into law in March. %
Staff coordinated a X The rules are the result of an eighteen-month rule}
“Career Corner” as * making process in which many compromises werg
an interactive part of * reached to balance the interests of oil and gasldey
FrontRange Earth ¥ opers with the protection of wildlife and the ervir
Force’s Youth Sum- ¥ ment. The final rules represent the endgame of af
mit at the Denver * nearly three year fight to protect wildlife frometh %
Zoo. Representa- % impacts of oil and gas development. While there gre
tives from Xcel En- ¥ still issues to be addressed through stakeholaer pf

ergy, Colorado Department of Transportation and} esses and the rewriting of three rules, the passage
several other companies gave youth at the event $¥js bill provides significant protections for pitl %

opportunity to interact with and ask questions ¥ health and for critical species of wildlife in Codalo.

about potential “green careers.” Youth also partic} _ - _ *

pated in “Energy Games”, where they competed ¥ The updated rules require drilling companies to-cgn

for prizes by So|ving puzz|es and answering ques.z sult with the COIOI_‘adO Division of Wlldllfe before x

tions about global warming and energy efficiency.x development begins and emphasize the use of cgm-
¥ prehensive development plans and best availabley

In the Fall of this year, Audubon will be hosting a % technology to minimize the number of well pads. %
Teacher Development Event on global warming %
*
*
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T & River that runs through the city of Denver. Therictor
: includes the river and its riparian floodplain. 3 habitat is
an important north-south corridor through the exgsaof
urban development for numerous species of migrating
The Important Bird Areas (IBA) Prograisia birds. In the winter large numbers of waterfowlcfcto
global effort to identify and conserve areas that athis location, and the corridor contains a largé&lBzagle
vital to birds and other biodiversity. The Coloradoroost. This IBA is also regularly used for educasibac-
IBA program plays an important role in protectingtivities. The South Platte River Initiative is dévging a
Colorado’s birds and their habitats. Audubon Colgeries of programs and projects which will enhanestore
rado is working with Audubon chapters, landown-and conserve the natural aspects of the corridor.
ers, public agencies, community groups, and oth&r

conservation organizations to ensure that all of o almont Reservoir 'BA .
IBAs are properly managed and conserved. Fol- he Valmont Reservoir IBA is one of our newest IBAs

lowing are profiles of just a few of theilease Colo_rado. This IBA is located along Lower Bouldee€k
see the insert for a map of all the IBAs in Colo- and is OW”?‘d and ma_nage(_j by Xcel Energy. Audubon
rado. Colorado will be working with the Boulder County éur
bon chapter and Xcel Energy to develop a consenvati
Gunnison Basin IBA plan for maintaining the habitat values of thie sibd
The Gunnison Basin IBA is the largest and one obther nearby habitats. An Xcel Energy Foundatiangr
the most significant IBAs in Colorado because it also funds an intern at Audubon Colorado who i®fved
encompasses the most important habitat of the in the planning work for this and other IBAs, adives
highly threatened Gunnison Sage-Grouse. This assessments and nominations of new IBAs throughout
330,000-acre IBA provides breeding, nesting,  Colorado.

brood-rearing, and winter habitat for approximate . _—
2500 Gunlnigon Sa\gtla—Grousel out of gr? esxtlimate%OCky Mountain Arsenal Natl. Wildlife Refuge IBA

total worldwide population of only 4,000. The his former military and industrial manufacturintgshas

Audub hapters in Colorado h identified th?€€N cleaned_ up and_ re_stored, gnd is now b_einggadna
cgnsuer(\)/gt(i:or?gfetLSe”g;ur(w)n(i)srznOSazvee-CI;:)Esleleas a the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service as a Nationaildlife

priority and are investing money and volunteer gf_u_ge. The IBA protects thousz_;mds of acres oftghass
time into a variety of efforts to ensure the suaviv prairie on the very edge of the city of Denver m"er
of the species. In recent years Audubon Colorad ternaponal Airport. I_t sup[?orts important poptidas of
has partnered with our chapters and the Bureau Urrowing Owls, Syvamson S HaWk.S _and oth_er grashlan
Land Management to conduct annual assessme gds. The Refuge is c_urrently receving fundllngn‘rthe
of the condition of riparian habitats essential for '¢cently passed American Recovery and Reinvestrent

brood-rearing by sage-grouse in the Gunnison B%\_/:ri]cggrwill provide funds to build a much-neededitass
sin. '

Carpenter Ranch/Yampa River Preserve IBA A S R R AR R S A A A

This IBA is located about 20 miles west of Steam-% Audubon Colorado would like to express our deé}-
boat Springs in the Yampa River Valley. It protect est gratitude to the following corporate sponsors
a rare riparian community of narrow-leaf cotton- who make our work possible:
wood, boxelder and red osier dogwood, along withg

the associated birds and other wildlife. Over 150
species of birds have been observed in this area,
making it a popular site for spotting and studying
both breeding and migrating birds. The Nature
Conservancy owns and manages the property ancog
is actively engaged in year-round research, educa¥%
tion and restoration of this sensitive riparianihab
tat.

South Platte River Corridor IBA

This IBA comprises the stretch of the South PIatteY.Y:Y:KKK\C&KKKK&&KKK\C\CKKKKKK\CK
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Volunteer Communications Intern
State Office—Boulder, CO
We are now recruiting for a Communications In-
tern to assist with public relations and media
throughout the state. This person would ideally |
able to work in the state office in Boulder, but
could also work from a remote location. Experi-
ence in public relations, media and/or journalism
a plus. To learn more about this volunteer pasiti

please contact our office at 303-415-0130 or visi
our website at www.auduboncolorado.org.

Volunteer Educators

Southwest Region—Pagosa Springs, CO

If you love nature and enjoy working with chil-
dren, the Audubon SCIENCE (Southwest Colora
Initiative for the Environment, Nature, Conserva-
tion and Education) program needs you! We prc
vide a free training that certifies adults as Velun
teer Educators to lead elementary school childre
in outdoor, science-based activities. The next
training will take place in late August or earlypgSe
tember 2009.

For more information about these opportunities,

please contact Becky Gillette, Southwest Regional
Director, at 970-883-3066, rgillette@audubon.org;

or PO Box 2665, Pagosa Springs, CO 81147.

Volunteer IBA Researchers

All Regions

Volunteers are needed to collect bird population
and migration data for Important Bird Area re-
search throughout the state. Please refer to our
pull-out IBA map for a list of IBAs in your area.

$ % %

Thanks to the funding provided by the Audubon

chapters in Colorado, Audubon Colorado’s Jenni-

fer Boulton has once again been advocating for
wildlife and habitat protection at the state capito

HB 1292. RULES REVIEW BILL. Audubon supportgd
HB1292, which is the annual legislative review bf a
rules promulgated by all state agencies for thieyiear.
This year HB1292 included the new more protective
COGCC rules for oil and gas development. Read mare
about the significance of the passing of this and its
impact on wildlife and habitat in Colorado on pagef
this newsletter.

SB 235. HABITAT STAMP. Audubon lobbied for the
passage of this bill which reauthorized the salthef
habitat stamp, providing vital funding for wildlifend
habitat conservation in Colorado.

HB 1129. CISTERN PILOT PROJECTS. Audubon sup-
ported this bill that directs the Colorado Waten€er-
vation Board to select up to ten new developments t
participate in a pilot program to test the useistecns tg
collect precipitation run-off from rooftops for noo-

table uses. The project will evaluate the effemiss of
such systems and their potential impacts on stfeans
and decreed water rights.

Many thanks to our Public Policy Committee and the
network of members and activists that help makeeghe
victories happen!

This large hawk of North American grasslands
breeds far north of Colorado but winters here.
In response to the impacts of climate change,
the continental population of this bird has
moved 178.7 miles north over the past 40 years

during the 2009 Legislative Session. Jen, with th¢~ @nd the number wintering in Colorado has de:

support of the Audubon Colorado Public Policy
Committee and Audubon’s statewide network of
activists, continues to work tirelessly toward the
passage of numerous conservation-related bills
including:

clined 49.2%, which far exceeds the continent:
wide decline of 2.4% for the species. Like
other grassland species, these birds are threat-
ened by habitat loss and degradation from huz
man encroachment and climate change.



